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Our Sinful Nature made Salvation Impossible, So God Acted 
 
8But when God found fault with the people, he said: “The day 
is coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel and Judah. 9This covenant will not be 
like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt. They did not 
remain faithful to my covenant, so I turned my back on them, 
says the LORD. 10But this is the new covenant I will make with 
the people of Israel on that day, says the LORD: I will put my 
laws in their minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will 
be their God, and they will be my people. 11And they will not 
need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach their 
relatives, saying, ‘You should know the LORD.’ For everyone, 
from the least to the greatest, will know me already. 12And I 
will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember 
their sins.” Hebrews 8:8–12 
 
3The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the 
weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the law could 
not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we 
sinners have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s 
control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 
4He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be 
fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but 
instead follow the Spirit. Romans 8:3–4 
 
26And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in 
you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a 
tender, responsive heart. 27And I will put my Spirit in you so 
that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my 
regulations. Ezekiel 36:26–27 

The New Covenant is Based on Christ and Given by Grace  
 
11So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good 
things that have come. He has entered that greater, more 
perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made by human 
hands and is not part of this created world. 12With his own 
blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all time and secured our redemption 
forever. 13Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls 
and the ashes of a heifer could cleanse people’s bodies from 
ceremonial impurity. 14Just think how much more the blood of 
Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we 
can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal 
Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for 
our sins. 15That is why he is the one who mediates a new 
covenant between God and people, so that all who are called 
can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. 
For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins 
they had committed under that first covenant.  
Hebrews 9:11–15 
 
8God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you 
can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9Salvation is not 
a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can 
boast about it. 10For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:8–10 
 
23For I pass on to you what I received from the Lord himself. 
On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took 
some bread 24and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it 
in pieces and said, “This is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this to remember me.” 25In the same way, he took the cup 
of wine after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
between God and his people—an agreement confirmed with 
my blood. Do this to remember me as often as you drink it.” 
26For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are 
announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again.  
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 


