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Be On the Right Target with your Life – Christ 
 
13Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my 
brother to divide our father’s estate with me.” 14Jesus replied, 
“Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as 
that?” 15Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of 
greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.” 16Then he 
told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced 
fine crops. 17He said to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have 
room for all my crops.’ 18Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my 
barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store 
all my wheat and other goods. 19And I’ll sit back and say to 
myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to 
come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!” ’ 20“But God 
said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will 
get everything you worked for?’ 21“Yes, a person is a fool to store 
up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”  
Luke 12:13–21 
 
15Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you 
love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 
16For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a 
craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements 
and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from 
this world. 17And this world is fading away, along with everything 
that people crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will 
live forever. 1 John 2:15–17 
 
Live a Life of Faith to Win the Crown of Righteousness 
 
13But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each 
builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any 
value. 14If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 
15But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. 
The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping 
through a wall of flames. 1 Corinthians 3:13–15 

 
24Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one 
person gets the prize? So run to win! 25All athletes are 
disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade 
away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 26So I run with purpose in 
every step. I am not just shadowboxing. 27I discipline my body 
like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear 
that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.   
1 Corinthians 9:24–27 
 
12I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things 
or that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to 
possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed 
me. 13No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I 
focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward 
to what lies ahead, 14I press on to reach the end of the race and 
receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, 
is calling us. Philippians 3:12–14 
 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of 
witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that 
slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And 
let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 2We 
do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who 
initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, 
he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated 
in the place of honor beside God’s throne.  Hebrews 12:1–2 
 
5But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be 
afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good 
News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you. 6As for 
me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. 
The time of my death is near. 7I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. 8And now 
the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. 
And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look 
forward to his appearing. 2 Timothy 4:5–8 
 


