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Where God is Calling You Requires Strength & Courage 
 
6“Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead 
these people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors 
I would give them. 7Be strong and very courageous. Be 
careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not 
deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. 
Then you will be successful in everything you do. 8Study this 
Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so 
you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will 
you prosper and succeed in all you do. 9This is my 
command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you 
go.” Joshua 1:6–9 
 
Where God is Calling You Requires Spiritual Preparation 
 
2At that time the LORD told Joshua, “Make flint knives and 
circumcise this second generation of Israelites.” 3So Joshua 
made flint knives and circumcised the entire male population 
of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. 4Joshua had to circumcise 
them because all the men who were old enough to fight in 
battle when they left Egypt had died in the wilderness.  
Joshua 5:2–4 
 
13When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up 
and saw a man standing in front of him with sword in hand. 
Joshua went up to him and demanded, “Are you friend or 
foe?” 14“Neither one,” he replied. “I am the commander of the 
LORD’s army.” At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in 
reverence. “I am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do 
you want your servant to do?” 15The commander of the 
LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did as he was 
told. Joshua 5:13–15 

Where God is Calling You Requires a Setting Apart for the Lord 
 
15On the seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn and marched 
around the town as they had done before. But this time they went 
around the town seven times. 16The seventh time around, as the 
priests sounded the long blast on their horns, Joshua commanded 
the people, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the town! 17Jericho 
and everything in it must be completely destroyed as an offering to 
the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and the others in her house will 
be spared, for she protected our spies. 18“Do not take any of the 
things set apart for destruction, or you yourselves will be completely 
destroyed, and you will bring trouble on the camp of Israel. 
19Everything made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the 
LORD and must be brought into his treasury.” 20When the people 
heard the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as loud as they 
could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the Israelites 
charged straight into the town and captured it. 21They completely 
destroyed everything in it with their swords—men and women, 
young and old, cattle, sheep, goats, and donkeys. Joshua 6:15–21 
 
1But Israel violated the instructions about the things set apart for the 
LORD. A man named Achan had stolen some of these dedicated 
things, so the LORD was very angry with the Israelites. Achan was 
the son of Carmi, a descendant of Zimri son of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah. 2Joshua sent some of his men from Jericho to spy out the 
town of Ai, east of Bethel, near Beth-aven. 3When they returned, 
they told Joshua, “There’s no need for all of us to go up there; it 
won’t take more than two or three thousand men to attack Ai. Since 
there are so few of them, don’t make all our people struggle to go 
up there.” 4So approximately 3,000 warriors were sent, but they 
were soundly defeated. The men of Ai 5chased the Israelites from 
the town gate as far as the quarries, and they killed about thirty-six 
who were retreating down the slope. The Israelites were paralyzed 
with fear at this turn of events, and their courage melted away. 
Joshua 7:1–5 
 
13“Get up! Command the people to purify themselves in preparation 
for tomorrow. For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 
Hidden among you, O Israel, are things set apart for the LORD. You 
will never defeat your enemies until you remove these things from 
among you. Joshua 7:13 
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