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When You are Disillusioned, Remember God Loves You 
 
1This is the message that the LORD gave to Israel through the 
prophet Malachi. 2“I have always loved you,” says the LORD. But 
you retort, “Really? How have you loved us?” And the LORD replies, 
“This is how I showed my love for you: I loved your ancestor Jacob, 
3but I rejected his brother, Esau, and devastated his hill country. I 
turned Esau’s inheritance into a desert for jackals.” Malachi 1:1–3	
 
8But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for 
us while we were still sinners. 9And since we have been made right 
in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from 
God’s condemnation. 10For since our friendship with God was 
restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we 
will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11So now we can 
rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our 
Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God. Romans 5:8–11	
 
When You are Selfish, Remember God as Father & Lord 
 
6The LORD of Heaven’s Armies says to the priests: “A son honors 
his father, and a servant respects his master. If I am your father and 
master, where are the honor and respect I deserve? You have 
shown contempt for my name! “But you ask, ‘How have we ever 
shown contempt for your name?’ 7“You have shown contempt by 
offering defiled sacrifices on my altar. “Then you ask, ‘How have we 
defiled the sacrifices?’ “You defile them by saying the altar of the 
LORD deserves no respect. 8When you give blind animals as 
sacrifices, isn’t that wrong? And isn’t it wrong to offer animals that 
are crippled and diseased? Try giving gifts like that to your 
governor, and see how pleased he is!” says the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies. Malachi 1:6–8	
 
13You say, ‘It’s too hard to serve the LORD,’ and you turn up your 
noses at my commands,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 
“Think of it! Animals that are stolen and crippled and sick are being 
presented as offerings! Should I accept from you such offerings as 

these?” asks the LORD. 14“Cursed is the cheat who promises to give 
a fine ram from his flock but then sacrifices a defective one to the 
Lord. For I am a great king,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, 
“and my name is feared among the nations! Malachi 1:13–14	
 
6“I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why you descendants 
of Jacob are not already destroyed. 7Ever since the days of your 
ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey them. 
Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. “But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have 
never gone away?’ Malachi 3:6–7	
 
8“Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! “But you 
ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have 
cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. 9You are under a 
curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 10Bring all the 
tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my 
Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open 
the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great 
you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 
Malachi 3:8–10	
 
When You are Unfaithful, Remember God is Faithful 
 
13“You have said terrible things about me,” says the LORD. “But you 
say, ‘What do you mean? What have we said against you?’ 14“You 
have said, ‘What’s the use of serving God? What have we gained 
by obeying his commands or by trying to show the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies that we are sorry for our sins? 15From now on we 
will call the arrogant blessed. For those who do evil get rich, and 
those who dare God to punish them suffer no harm.’ ”  
Malachi 3:13–15	
 
16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with each other, and the 
LORD listened to what they said. In his presence, a scroll of 
remembrance was written to record the names of those who feared 
him and always thought about the honor of his name. 17“They will 
be my people,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “On the day 
when I act in judgment, they will be my own special treasure. I will 
spare them as a father spares an obedient child. 18Then you will 
again see the difference between the righteous and the wicked, 
between those who serve God and those who do not.”  
Malachi 3:16–18	


