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Resist being Discouraged or Distracted  

When Living for the Lord – God is With You 
 
4Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten the 
people of Judah to keep them from their work. 5They bribed 
agents to work against them and to frustrate their plans. This 
went on during the entire reign of King Cyrus of Persia and 
lasted until King Darius of Persia took the throne. Ezra 4:4–5 
 
24So the work on the Temple of God in Jerusalem had 
stopped, and it remained at a standstill until the second year 
of the reign of King Darius of Persia. Ezra 4:24 
 
1On August 29 of the second year of King Darius’s reign, the 
LORD gave a message through the prophet Haggai to 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 
Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 2“This is what the 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: The people are saying, ‘The 
time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.’ ” 
Haggai 1:1–2 
 

3Then the LORD sent this message through the prophet 
Haggai: 4“Why are you living in luxurious houses while my 
house lies in ruins? 5This is what the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! 6You have 
planted much but harvest little. You eat but are not satisfied. 
You drink but are still thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot 
keep warm. Your wages disappear as though you were 
putting them in pockets filled with holes! Haggai 1:3–6 
 

8Now go up into the hills, bring down timber, and rebuild my 
house. Then I will take pleasure in it and be honored, says the 
LORD. Haggai 1:8 
 

12Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of God’s 

people began to obey the message from the LORD their God. 
When they heard the words of the prophet Haggai, whom the 
LORD their God had sent, the people feared the LORD.  
Haggai 1:12 
 
13Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave the people this 
message from the LORD: “I am with you, says the LORD!” 14So the 
LORD sparked the enthusiasm of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and the enthusiasm of Jeshua son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and the enthusiasm of the whole 
remnant of God’s people. They began to work on the house of 
their God, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, Haggai 1:13–15 
 
Resist Comparing – God Rejoices When You Go Forward 
 
2“Say this to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant 
of God’s people there in the land: 3‘Does anyone remember this 
house—this Temple—in its former splendor? How, in 
comparison, does it look to you now? It must seem like nothing 
at all! Haggai 2:2–3 
 
4But now the LORD says: Be strong, Zerubbabel. Be strong, 
Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you 
people still left in the land. And now get to work, for I am with 
you, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 5My Spirit remains 
among you, just as I promised when you came out of Egypt. So 
do not be afraid.’ Haggai 2:4–5 
 
6“For this is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: In just a 
little while I will again shake the heavens and the earth, the 
oceans and the dry land. 7I will shake all the nations, and the 
treasures of all the nations will be brought to this Temple. I will fill 
this place with glory, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 8The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies. 9The future glory of this Temple will be greater than its 
past glory, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. And in this place I 
will bring peace. I, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, have spoken!” 
Haggai 2:6–9 
 
10Do not despise these small beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to 
see the work begin, to see the plumb line in Zerubbabel’s hand.” 
…Zechariah 4:10 


